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SUBJECT: BRITISH CONTINGENCY REQUEST FOR USG TO ACT AS 
PROTECTING POWER IN ETHIOPIA 
REF: 7 FAM 900 

1 .BRITISH EMBSSY WASHINGTON TODAY ASKED US IF WE WOULD 
BE WILLING TO ACT AS PROTECTING POWER SHOULD PMG BREAK 
RELATIONS WITH HMG. BRITISH APPARENTLY HAVE INDICATIONS 
THAT THIS MOVE MAY BE FORTHCOMING, AS A RESULT OF PMG DIS- 
PLEASURE OVER CERTAIN BROADCASTS ON INDEPENDENT BRITISH TV 
UNFAVORABLE TO PRESENT DAY ETHIOPIA AND CONTINUED PRESENCE 
AND ACTIVITIES IN LONDON OF ETHIOPIAN ANTI-PMG EXILES. 

2. IF BREAK OCCURS AND JUNIOR BRITISH EMBASSY STAFF ALLOWED 
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PRESENT THEM. IF ALL BRITISH STAFF MEMBERS ARE EVICTED 
THEY FEEL ONLY WE HAVE RESOURCES TO LOOK AFTER THEIR COM 
POUND, ON WHICH LIVE THEIR LOCAL EMPLOYEES AND FAMILIES, 

OVER 200 INDIVIDUALS. 

3. WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSY COMMENTS ON THIS REQUEST. OUR 
FEELING IS THAT WE SHOULD ACCEPT THIS TASK SUBJECT TO REIM- 
BURSEMENT OF ANY EXPENSES INCURRED, SPECIFICALLY THE 

POSSIBLE FUNDING OF ADDITIONAL AMERICAN AND LOCAL POSI- 
TIONS IN ADDIS IF REQUIRED FOR THIS PURPOSE. BRITISH HAVE 
REQUESTED EARLY REPLY SO WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSY 
VIEWS BY OPENING OF BUSINESS MONDAY, MAY 3. SISCO 
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